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I d e n t i fy a master artisan or performer from your triba l ,
ethnic, or regional community with whom to wo r k .

Call (801) 533-5760 and speak with a Utah Arts Council
representative about your project.

Obtain a Folk Arts Apprenticeship application.

Master & apprentice fill out application together.

Submit the application and samples of your work by
December 31.

to apply :
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The Utah Arts Council, a division of

the state government, has a Fo l k

A rts Pro g ram that works to pre s e rve

and present the traditional arts of

the state. Since not many tra d i t i o n a l

a rtists can make a living from their

a rts, they often practice their art in

their spare time. Appre n t i c e s h i p s

help teachers and  students find the

time and re s o u rces to pass these

skills along to the next genera t i o n .

The Utah Arts Council works to make the art s

a vailable to eve r yone, re g a rdless of special needs

or cultural differences, and encourages all who

p a rticipate in our pro g rams to do the same.

past apprenticeship gra n ts
awarded have included: 

b l a c k s m i t h i n g

western saddle making

q u i lt m a k i n g

n avajo basket weav i n g

m e x i can corridos

ute quillw o r k

ancient samoan da n c e

paiute deerskin ta n n i n g

old-time dance music

bolivian pan pipes 

and more

c h eck our website for a com pl ete list

w w w. u t a h f o l k a rt s . o rg

for more info r m at i o n :

w w w. u t a h f o l k a rt s . o rg

g s c h o e m a k e r @ u t a h . g ov
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An apprenticeship is a learning situation in which

a master artist teaches skills to an apprentice or

student. The master artist or teacher is someone

who is recognized within his or her community as

one of the very best artists in the field. Usually the

apprentice is someone who has already begun

working in this art form, or in a related one, and

wants to further develop his or her skills.

An apprenticeship is not a class, but a chance

for a highly skilled artist to pass on his or her

knowledge to another. Usually the master art i s t

has only one apprentice at a time. They work

t o g e t h e r, one-on-one, so that the apprentice can

learn as much as possible. The master artist and

the apprentice may meet together every day, eve r y

week or just occasionally.

w h at is a folk arts 
a p p r e n t ic e s h i p ?

Any kind of traditional art that takes place

within a community, family, or small group can

qualify. Native American crafts, dancing, drum-

ming and singing are examples of traditional

arts. So are pioneer crafts like saddle making, rawhide

braiding, quilting, whittling, rug braiding and other nee-

dle crafts. Traditional kinds of music and dance are also

folk arts. Ethnic arts—arts practiced by people who

have a family or community heritage from another coun-

try—are important, regardless of whether the family has

been in this country for many generations or has arrived

recently. If the art form is traditional and occurs within a

community, it may be eligible.

w h at kinds of arts 
can be learned in
an apprentic e s h i p ?

A rt forms that are not part of a community or family her-

itage cannot be funded. We also do not support the work

of professional teachers, c o n t e m p o rary studio cra f t s w o r k-

ers, or those who make re p roductions of antiques.

G e n e ra l l y, the master artist and apprentice should be

f rom the same community or background, so we would

not fund, for example, a Swedish-American student who

wanted to learn to do Navajo crafts. We also do not fund

historic traditions that are being re - c reated, like mountain

man crafts, or modern interpretations of traditional folk or

ethnic music or dance. Although in some cases the mas-

ter artist may live in another state, the apprentice art i s t

must  be a Utahn.

w h at art forms do 
n ot qua l i fy for an
a p p r e n t ic e s h i p ?

An apprenticeship lasts anywhere from 3 to 12 months.

During that time, the master artist and the apprentice

meet together regularly. In between their meetings, the

apprentice practices what has been learned. The

a p p renticeship project provides funds for craft materials

and for transportation if the master artist and appren-

tice live some distance apart, but the majority of the

funds provide a fee for the master artist. You can

request from $500 to $2000 to support your proposed

project. A site visit by a member of the Folk Arts

Program will be made to document the project.

how long does it last 
& how much mon ey is
i n volv e d ?

How traditional the art form is. Has the knowledge and

skill necessary to create or perform been passed down

through a traditional community from person to person?

Does the work represent the heritage of a group (ethnic,

tribal, regional, occupational or familial)?

Quality of work of both the master and apprentice.

Has the master developed skills over a lifetime of

experience? Is the master recognized within his/her

community as one possessing superior artistry?  

Has the apprentice reached a mid-level of competence

in the art form? Beginners are rarely funded.

Master and apprentice must come from the same

cultural group. Folk arts are based on cultural heritage

and traditional values. We fund projects that continue

that lineage of heritage within a specific group.

Cross-cultural projects will not be funded.

Is the apprentice dedicated? Most students have

already achieved a moderate level of skill in their art

form, showing an interest and involvement in the

preservation of the art and the community it represents.

The likelihood for success of the project. The panel will

review the plan of study and evaluate it on the feasibili-

ty of the project, and the amount of time required to

complete the proposed plan. The strongest applications

clearly outline the goals of the participants. All applicants will be notified of the committee's

decision during March after the UAC board approves

the grants. Apprenticeships can begin anytime after

April 1, and must be completed by March 31 of the

following year.

when will we hear if our
p roj e ct has been funde d ?

Our funds are limited, so only about 8-10 appre n t i c e s h i p s

can be awarded each ye a r. The decision will be made by a

committee who will carefully review the application forms,

and the samples of your work. Artists will be selected on

the basis of the following criteria:

how is the 
de c i s ion ma de ?


